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Social identity across cultures

ANDO Kaori

The Social identity theory {Tajfel, 1978) assumes that the individual behaviors differ
according to the salience of social identity. The present study reviewed the studies that ex-
amined the applicability of social identity theory in various settings. It was lound that the
identity toward group category and the one toward group membership can be distinguished.
Identification with the group category played more important role in experimental settings.
The study that compared Japan and Britain revealed that subjective norm determined
intention to leave only in Japan while identification with the organization was signilicant
determinant in both countries. The results suggested that the influences from others could

vary among cultures, while the eflect of social identity was constant. The meaning of

individualism-collectivism was discussed.
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